E-DEFINING EDUCATION

Education Week’s survey “E-Defining Education: A Survey of State Technology Coordinators” sheds new light on how e-learning is changing the landscape of education. According to the survey, 12 states have established online high school programs, 25 states allow cyber charter schools, and 32 states have e-learning initiatives under way. “Virtual Schools: Trends and Issues,” a report commissioned by WestEd, estimates that 40,000 to 50,000 students will have enrolled in an online course by the end of this school year. “The virtual school movement,” the WestEd report says, is “the ‘next wave’ in technology-based K-12 education.” Still, concerns about online education abound. Questions about effectiveness, quality, and technology instruction for students are just the tip of the iceberg. To increase understanding of the benefits and drawbacks of e-learning, Technology Counts 2002, the fifth edition of Education Week’s annual 50-state educational technology report, examines the issues from different perspectives. Education Week reports may be found at their Web site: (http://www.educationweek.org/).  The WestEd report is available online at (http://www.wested.org/cs/wew/view/rs/610).  [SOURCE: Washington Post]
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