LESSON ABOUT E-LEARNING

A recent Michigan State University study points out that there might be some drawbacks to virtual education. But even as many universities expand their distance education offerings, the Michigan researchers warn that flexibility and a lack of classroom interaction may hurt some students. In the study, that will be published this spring in the American Economic Review journal, the researchers compare student performance between a course taught both in a classroom setting and via online materials. The findings suggest onlline education works well for teaching basic concepts, but not so well for teaching complex analytical skills. Another drawback may be student discipline. Online students tend to spend less time on their studies than classroom students. One group in particular, however, seems to benefit from online learning: women. About their research, the authors Byron Brown and Carl Liedholm caution observers not to read too much into the findings. Both are planning to coninue offering their courses live and online. 
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