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In November, we collected a very prestigious award for Best Website at the annual Disability Awards.  We feel this is recognition of our ongoing commitment to website accessibility.

Please see our press release below:
Equipmentdirect.org.uk recently beat off stiff competition to receive the award for best website in the Southampton Centre for Independent Living's (SCIL) first Business and Community Awards, held at the Hampshire Rose Bowl.
 ‘We chose Equipment Direct’s website for its ease of navigation and commitment to providing a much sought after solution to Disabled People wishing to live independently,’ said Ian Loynes, Coordinator of SCIL.  ‘In raising awareness of the Disability Discrimination Act and its implications for employers, employees and customers, we felt it important to highlight a service that empowers individuals to overcome any obstacle to them being an independent member of the community in which they live.’
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‘Obviously it is wonderful to be recognised for the hard work that has gone into the website over the past 18 months,’ said Amanda Hames, Project Implementation Manager for Equipment Direct.  ‘However, Equipment Direct is a project not only for Disabled People, but is led by Disabled People. 
We have a ‘User Group’ of people living with a wide range of impairments who advise us on our work from their personal experience, so this award is also testimony to their dedication and commitment.’

Led by Hampshire Coalition of Disabled People (HCODP) in partnership with Hampshire County Council and the National Health Service, Equipment Direct is half way through its 3 year plan.
 ‘The end result will be for us to have developed a fully operational and self-sufficient service,’ explains Amanda. ‘We are constantly looking to work with partners and investors to support us in our work and this award will add a visible credibility to what we are set to achieve.’
‘The fact that we have won an award for the website in its current form confirms that we are on the right track,’ Amanda concludes. ’Equipment Direct really is going from strength to strength.’
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