Keynote Speech
Permanent Secretary, ICT Coordinating Team

Republic of Indonesia

Distinguished participants of the APT Regional Forum,

First of all, again allow me to welcome you, all distinguished participants of the APT Regional Forum for ICT Experts in South East Asia, to Jakarta – Indonesia and how we are honoured to host and present you with a keynote address. 

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some of the views or vision of Indonesia in addressing the challenges of meeting the Millenium Development Goals and executing the Plan of Action agreed at last December’s World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva. 
Beginning at a national level, as mentioned earlier this morning by His Excellency Minister Syamsul Muarif, since 1997 the government of Indonesia through a Presidential Decree, have established an ICT Coordinating Team (TKTI).  Since the team was formed, it has gone through three Presidential Decree revisions to today’s current formation where the team is Commissioned by the President and Chaired by the State Minister of Communication and Information. His Excellency Minister Syamsul Muarif is also our first State Minister for Communication and Information appointed by President Megawati Soekarnoputri when she announced her Presidential Cabinet formation in July 2001.

Just yesterday, the Indonesian ISP Association (APJII) have reported that last year’s 2003 projection of 7.5 million Internet users exceeded to an 8.0 million Internet users. The projection for 2004 is the users base according to APJII will reach beyond 12 million, an increase of 50%. The number of subscribers estimated at 800,000 in 2003 is projected to also inrease significantly to 1,300,000 in 2004. The optimistic increase is expected to come from educational institutions and government where the community and facilities are more established and integrated. This year the government is expected to launch a portal dedicated for government civil servants that provides free web based basic e-mail accounts. This facility is similar to the facilities offered by yahoo and hotmail. Except this is only for registered civil servants and will run locally, saving international bandwidth cost and better response time because majority of the traffic will be local and channeled through the Indonesia Internet Exchange (IIX). To access the e-mails, a person is not required to have a personal computer or even a telephone access. Because of the web based mail system, a user can manage his/her e-mail from any Internet Kiosk or facilities in the office or public facilities. Indonesia’s registered government civil servants is estimated at 3.7 to 3.9 million. 
These are just some examples indicating the increasing projections of Indonesia’s Internet traffic and user base. If we refer to the goals of the World Summit on the Information Society last December in Geneva,  for a nation such as Indonesia with over 200 million people in population, we must have a solid e-strategy in place.  
Currently we are in the stages of finalizing our Plan of Action of TKTI. We believe that because of the reallignment to the WSIS goals and the Millenium Goals, will bring us closer to our national e-Strategy. A number of radical goals in the area of infrastructure have been set to significantly improve our current fixed lines installation of just above 7.6 million and mobile cellular at an estimated over 16 million. Under our Universal Service Obligation program, we are still attempting to provide basic telecommunication services to 45,000 villages. 
As stated by H.E. Minister Syamsul Muarif, not only do we have over 200 million in population but we also have geographic challenges and diversity in cultural heritage and even languages (local dialecs) which affects information contents. Current Indonesian economy and political situation (with election this year) is also not exactly in our side. But as many people have said, virtually everything we wish to do in the field of telecommunication (and information) is now technologically possible. The limitations are financial, legal, social and political. Making the right choices and investment is the most difficult task and a helping hand from colleagues is always an open invitation and welcomed.
Through TKTI, we have formed six Working Groups to address what we consider as governing issues for Indonesia, these Working Groups are for:
· Infrastructure Development
· Application Development

· Regulation & Legislation

· Human Resources Development

· Industry and Standards Development
· Business Environment & Financing
TKTI as revised by Presidential Decree No. 9/2003 last year has Five Flagships:
· e-Indonesia as the infrastructure
· e-Government
· e-Education
· e-Health
· e-Commerce 

These will be the focus for TKTI in developing our national e-strategy. 
At a regional level, we are seriously considering the proposal from Japan for Asia Broadband because we believe that this will simplify exchange of information and inter-connection is Asia. Together with other regional initiatives such as e-Asean, we will increase our participation to allign closer national, regional and international ICT based solutions.
An example of a program that we plan to bring into allignment with our national goal on providing access to remote villages is from our upcoming election program. To support our upcoming election this year, computers and communication access will deployed to all villages in Indonesia. Programs are now being developed to maintain these installations after the election and secure its continued sustain operation for the village’s access point. The example may seem simple, but considering the huge investment we hope to save and benefit in the long run.
From the efforts that we have engaged in developing ICT in Indonesia, we believe that our directions are in accordance to what have been agreed at the WSIS meeting in Geneva.
Having said that, Indonesia will also be developing its ICT industry. We believe that the market share is promising and we are inviting investors to jointly research and develoap products and services to further improve the feasability of Indonesia in realizing our Five Flagships. 
On the other hand, the Ministry of Communication and Information will continue to develop policies that will further accelerate the utilization of ICT in Indonesia. We are currently preparing our Cyberlaw as well as other supporting legislations. 

One very important key to all what we have said is education. Thus in cooperation with the Ministry of Education efforts are in place to introduce ICT through schools at early ages.

Once more people are using the Internet and applications both government and private increases to improve public services, then Indonesia is more closer than you think to Information Society of the world.

