OPENING ADDRESS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE APT
Your Excellency Mr. Samsul Mu’arif,
Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning to all of you! It is an honor to welcome you at this important Forum for ICT experts in SE Asia. I thank the Ministry of Communication and Information, the Ministry of Transport and Communication and the Ministry of Research and Energy, Indonesia for kindly collaborating in this event. I thank the JICA Indonesia and our other colleagues for their warm hospitality and efficient arrangements. We are grateful to the MPHPT of Japan and for their generous support through extra budgetary contribution for organizing this event. 

I just mentioned about collaboration. In fact collaboration is critical for the growth of ICT. The success of the first phase of the WSIS clearly demonstrated that a strong common will exist among the people of the world to build an all inclusive information society. The role of telecommunications and information technology is crucial for   meeting this objective. With the power of technology available with us, we can make unprecedented changes in the life style of the people. Technology is the only recourse which can bring information to every one.

It is heartening to see that the will of the governments to harness the powers of technology has been clearly demonstrated. Now the challenge is to translate this will into quick and effective action. With increasing demand on the resources and the shrinking size of the governments, it is no longer possible for the government alone to meet the objectives. The task can be accomplished only through partnership in which various stakeholders play active and constructive roles. The difficulties of resource crunch and manpower shortage can be overcome to some extent by the help of technology. Technology can help the government to reach the people howsoever remote, technology can also bring the people to reach the government   overcoming the distance barriers. This is where creation of a network infrastructure is important. Network development has never been an easy task. Being the life line of the economy, it is now the deciding factor in competitiveness and perhaps decides the growth and even the survival of many enterprises. Providing connectivity and overcoming the digital divide is a major challenge for us in the Asia Pacific region which is home to 3.3 billion people most of whom live in the rural areas.
The difficult days of economic recession are over now and the economic activities are picking up. Development of network is critical for sustaining and fuelling the economic developments. With the proper emphasis on growth and applications, the growth of networks can be accelerated. For this purpose it is essential to have, practical and continuous dialogue among the various stake holders.
Deployment of broadband is essential for delivery of public services, for the growth of business and for social and cultural activities. Broadband is soon becoming a part of our daily life and our dependence on broadband delivery will continue to increase dramatically. There will be a greater responsibility on us to ensure that the digital gap is reduced by bringing the fruits of technology to all people. Experience shows that if network and facilities are available then the latent demand comes forward and the traffic increases. There is every reason to believe that the initial investment in broadband deployment will pay itself off  within a reasonable time frame. In many countries of the region by raising awareness it possible to achieve the critical mass for making the broadband services sustainable. 

ASEAN has shown the power of cooperation and cohesion. ASEAN countries are important members of the APT and they play a very active role in the APT activities.

The Regional Forum for ICT Experts has been organized with a view to facilitate exchange of information and to promote collaboration among the governments and ICT experts from non government sector. The success of the ICT movement lies in effective collaboration to which this Forum will contribute significantly.

The deliberations will also provide very useful input towards preparation of the Bangkok Agenda which will be presented to the minister in the APT Ministerial Conference on Broadband and ICT development.

Our objective is to generate and promote a momentum for even greater use of ICT. As most of the people in the Asia Pacific region live in rural areas, we should aim at providing rural broadband access and associated services in a cost effective manner. Wireless and other technologies are now available at much cheaper prices than a few years ago, and with appropriate collaborations it should be possible for us to meet our objective.

I feel that the promotion of Broad band in the region, the governments should take initiative to set up Broadband Development Councils at National and Provincial levels. These BDCs should be comprised of various stake holders and play a key role in raising broadband awareness and in advising the government, the industry and the common users about the various activities which should be implemented for broadband development.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Regional Forums like this are very useful in bringing stakeholders together and in promoting information exchange. 

Let us take the best advantage of the available opportunity and let us work together   for accelerating the growth of broadband in the region.
We thank you for your presence here and look forward to having fruitful discussions today and tomorrow.

---------------------------------
PAGE  
1

